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Interstate Eight-Oared Race.

Salector: Mr. GEO. E. ROGERS.
Coach: Mr. A, F. C. DURING.
Manager: Mr. 5. CHAS. SHORT.

The Crew.
Stroke GEO. E. ROGERS 10 stona 4 lbs. W.AR.C.
7 F. D SLEE 10T e do.
G J. A. CHILD R A S.RR.C.
5 _W.A BROWNE 10 , & . do.
d A. L. R. SADLER 10 ., 6 . W.AR.C.
3 J. G. A GORDON 10 ,, & . da.
2 J. R. ShARPLES 10 . 0 . do.
Bow A, H METTAM 10T e 10 & do.
Cox W, C. WHITE i Y do.
Emergancy V. H. HUMAN LA i da,
Weight Analysis.
Total Welght - - - - - &4 stone 6 lba.
Average - - - - - 10 stone 7 Ibs.
Strokes Tocal Weight - - - 43 sione,
Bows Total Weight - - - 41 stone 6 lhs,
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W.A. Rowing Association Executive.
(—Ty
President: J. M. LAPSLEY, Esq.

ANARC. F.R.C. ’ G.R.C.
J. McMULLEN. A. MANUELLE. F. E. SHAW.

J. O'DEA. R. 5. JEFFREYS. G. CAMPBELL.

J WALSH. G. L. DAVIDSON.

5.R.R.C. W.ARC.
G. H. NELSON. G. E. ROGERS.
C. H. EVANS. R. P. MACKINTOSH
J 0. ASPINALL. A. L. THOMSON.
Hon, Treas.; R. S5 JEFFREYS.

Hon, See.: C.T.NELSON.
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l%] «~ THE REPORT .. |%

It was lowards the end of February, 1921, that the sole selector, My, G 1.
Rogers, anncunced the nine'men he had decided should represent Weslern Australia
in the Interstate Eight-oared Championship, lo be rowed on the Tamar River, Laun-
ceslon, Tasmania, on the 251h April, 1921,

In order lo allow lhe erew a fortnight’s training on the Tamar prior lo the
Race, il was arranged thal they should leave his Stale on the 31sl Mau:ch. 1921, _:]ml.
owing to the Interstate shipping strike, then on, the Orient Company’s RS, “Or-
vielo” was selecled as lhe sllu lo carry us lo Melbourne.  Although unfortunately
the time ol sailing )
the wharl iothe Tusl lo bid us “bon voyage” and lo convey us all good wishes for
suceess, and during the weeks of arduous (raining that followed, the memory ol that
send-ofl was ever wilh us.

We had hoped to reach Melbourne on Wednesday, the Gih April, i‘lll order lo
connecl that day wilh the boal leaving for Launceston, bul the “Orviclo™ was un-
avoidably delayed, and il was nol unlil the Thursday morning _Ill:ll' Melbourne was
reached, afler a remarkably fine voyage across on a splendid ship. The delay neces-
silated our slaying in Melbourne until the next day, and quarlers were found al the
Federal Palace Holel in Melbourne, handy to the Rowing Sheds. Due lo the generosily

was midnight this did not prevent loyal supporlers remaining on.

of the Mereantile Rowing Club, a racing eighl was procured, and rows were parlici-
paled in both on the Thursday allernoon and Friday morning. Al 2 o’clock in the
allernoon we sailed on the “Loongana” for Launceslon, and afler a boislerously
rough and never-lo-be-forgotlen voyage across the Strails, arvived al our destjnalion
al 10 aam on Salurday, 9th April.  The boal and oars lravelled on lhe snm‘- boal,
and il was salisfaclory lo know the Tormer was in (he splendid condilici in!which
she had been lefl the previous year. |

We were mel by represenlalives ol the Tasmanian Rowing Associalion, and
were indeed extended a most cordial welcome.  We were then molored lo our guar-
lers al Miss Heathorn’s “Rialannah,” Trevallyn, where accommodalion had been
secured by mie by lelegram from Perth. « We found “Rialannah” lo be wilhilr three
minules of the Tamar Rowing Club, from which Club we were lo lrain, and 'every-
thing was done by lhe Misses Heathorn for our comfort and wellare,

We were then laken Lo the Tamar Rowing Club and welcomed-ty the Cap-
tain (Mr. P, C. Weelman) and Seevelary (Mr. H, Jack), and lhese genllemen; as in
Facl did all the members of the Club, spared no effort lo make our slay a comforlable
i(yl“ilmm‘ enjoyable one, and we were assisted at all times by the men ol 1his splendid

‘lub,

A week laler, during which period the represenlalives of the olher !Slulcs
had arrived, an official welcome was lendered to the visilors, and the evenls which
followed upheld this receplion lo (he full. Our deepest gralitude is due lo the people
and Clubs ol Launceslon Tor the most successful efforts pul forward by them lo
make our slay [he most pleasant of recollections, as il undoubtedly is. Our especial
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Tt was towards the end of February, 1921, thal the sole selector, My, G. 1.
Rogers, announced the nine’men he had decided should represent Western Australia
in lhe Interslale Eight-oared Championship, lo be rowed on the Tamar River. Laun-
ceslon, Tasmania, on the 25th April, 1921,

In ovder lo allow lhe crew a fortnight’s training on the Tamar prior lo the
Race, il was arranged that they should leave this Stale on the 31st March, 1921, and,
owinq to the Interstate shipping strike, then on, the Orient Company's R.M.S. “Or-
vielo™ was selecled as lhe ship lo carry us lo Melbourne. Although unfortunately

the whart iorthe last to bid us "bon voyage” and lo convey us all good wishes for
success, and during the weeks of arduous (raining that followed, the memory ol thal
send-ofl was ever with us.

connecl that day wilh the boal leaving for Launceslon, but the “Orviclo” was un-
avoidably delayed, and il was nol until the Thursday morning thal Melbourne was
veached, aflter a remarkably fine voyage across on a splendid ship. The delay neces-
silaled our staying in Melbourne until the next day, and quarlers were found at the
Federal Palace Holel in Melbourne, handy to the Rowing Sheds. Due lo the generosily

the time of sailing was midnight this did nol prevent loyal supporlers remaining on.

We had hoped to reach Melbourne on Wednesday, the Gth April, in order lo '
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of the Mercantile Rowing Club, a racing eighl was procured, and rows were artici-

paled in bolh on the Thursday alternoon and Friday morning. Al 2 o’clock in the afsac

allernoon we sailed on the “Loongana” lor Launceston, and afler a boisterously

rough and never-lo-be-forgoltlen voyage across the Strails, arrived al our destjnalion ||
al 10 aan. on Satuvday, 9th April. — The boal and oars lravelled on he same boal, i
and il was salisTactory to know the former was in (he splendid condilicn in|which

she had been lell the previous year, AR
We were mel by representalives ol lhe Tasmanian Rowing Associalion, and

were indeed extended a most cordial welcome.  We were then molored lo our quar-~ [

lers al Miss Heathorn's “Rialannah,” Trevallyn, where acconwmodalion ha een
secured by me by lelegram from Perth. « We found “Rialannah” lo be wilhi‘-l? three
minules of the Tamar Rowing Club, from which Club we were lo train, and levery-
thing was done by he Misses Healhorn for our comfort and welfare, 0y

Bl
~ We were then taken lo the Tamar Rowing Club and welcomed-5y Wy Cap-.\“"f I,
tain (Mr. P. C. Weelman) and Seerelary (Mr. H. .ﬁwk), and Lhese gentlemen| as ui"!%
fact did all the members of the Club, spared no effort o make our slay a comfdrtable. |
?‘ll‘dlmml enjoyable one, and we were assisted at all times by the men of 1his splendid
Adub. 3
_ A week laler, during which period the represenlalives of he olher Slala
had arrived, an official welcome was lendered lo Lhe visilors, and the evenls iwhich
followed upheld this reception lo the full. Our deepesl gratitude is due lo Lthe people ||

and Clubs of Launceslon Tor the most successful efforts pul forward by them to = -I f

make our slay the most pleasant of recollections, as il undoubtedly is. Our e.-ipecial;i
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thanks are due Lo Mr. IR, M. Collins (Presidenl) and Mr. Claude Rosevear (Scerelary)
ol the Inlerstale Championships Commillee, also lo M. P. C. Weelman (Caplain)
and Mr. Harold Jack (Secretary) of the Tamar Rowing Club for their unlirving efforls o s
on our behalf. ' ]
Training was commenced the day afler our arrival, and never once was an
opporlunily lost to give our men the filness which, on the day ol lhe Race, proved
superior lo all olhers.  Let me say here lhal lruly did our men deserve their viclory,
for never did Lhey complain, never once did they allempl lo shirk the arduous lrain-
ing meled oul lo them, and never did they queslion the decisions of lheir Slroke,
Coach or Manager. Despile adverse crilicism Lhey retained (he confidence instilled
in them, and the resull of the Race proved that this confidence was nol misplaced.

THE RACE.

‘iite wealher on the day of the Race was almosl ideal for rowing. 'The waler
wus a lrifle lively, nolhing more, and lhe breeze a moderalely slrong north-caslerly
driving up the River behind the crews.

The posilions of the boals, counling from the western bank, were as follows
—New Soulh Wales, South Australia, Vicloria, Wesl Auslralia, Tasmania, Queens-
land.  The erews were all out lo time, and they looked a splendid lol of men, fil as
hands could make [hem, and the personificalion of confidence.  Although lar away
up lhe course from the majorily of sighlseers, lhey were subjectled lo keen scruliny o
through glasses, lhe different peculiarities of styvle being insbrumenltal in much con- q
lroversy as lo their respeclive chances. The Tasmanians, as they swung inlo their f THE FINISH.
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i)‘lnce in line nex!t lo West Auslralia, looked like 2 crew of gianls.  They averaged

2st. 4lbs., against Westralia’s 10s(. 71b.

* The crack of the pistol saw a magnilicent slarl, and six sels of oars slr {
hlne of white and silver sparks f rom the River. As they shot off the |‘;al‘}<1|li:(s|l:3lj\$5tg
sllouls of e;“;:lemenl from the wailing river sleamers, when the Tasmanian’s green
ii)lp\ved first in the van, with the gold of Wesl Australia hanging lo [hem, Viclovia
eing a few feet ahead of the olher three crews. The rate of striking for the first
:Igr'l?lnulc was: West Auslralia 38, New Soylh Wales 39, Victoria 38, South .r\uslmlia
, and Tasmania and Queensland 35. Sou!h Australia hit a patch of rough waler
and were s[_)lashm}? badly. Queensland suddenly hit up lo .‘}8. and drew up level
with Vicloria, peri ously close to the Tasmanian’s tail. The Viclorian stroke wias
setting his men a SP](‘.Ildld lead, and at this stage the combination looked mosl prom.-
llfel:c :edQﬁ’f(?:}ﬂﬁfﬁ E:lcsk”llg {ersil ltl') feel t.h;: strain, and before lhe half-mile was
4 H ate 5 t - . .
o e aren baek o st place wilh New Soulh Wales, bul three lenglhs
< The half-mile post was passed in 2min. 23sec., and Tasmania was sweeping
a’!long al a powerful rale, lmvm‘g shaken the opposilion off, so that daylight bc;fiﬁ:“llg
slow between them and West Australia. The men from the Wesl were clipping
?Ongi in greal slyle, still maintaining a quick, crisp slroke, and holding a half-
ength nc.i\'anlnge.fmm Vicloria, who, in turn, were being seriously challenged by
last year’s champions, who were a bil on the rough side. : ' 3
Now the nose of the “Westralia” began lo creep up to the Tasmani: af
and the whole six crews batlling along, every man swing}nglzmd :‘ccoveri:jzélill‘:l:lﬁtig(‘;:;
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wesenled a never-lo-be-lforgollen sighl,  The firsl four erews were strung out in a *
ong line, the end ol each just overlapping, and Queensland and New South Wales
were praclically logether, jusl behind (he South Auslralians. 4 P,
Approaching the mile, Rogers catled upon our men, and lhey slowly re-
duced the tstanders’ lead to half a length.  Soulh Australia still seemed lo be wast-
ing power, whilst the Tasmanians were rowing beaulifully; Deane, lhe slroke, set-
ling an excellent length, Silad
The home erew, lo the accompaniment of frantic eries of excilemenl from
the steamers and (he banks, continued lo omainlain ils hall-lenglh lead until over
half” the journey had been covered.  Their rate of striking was here 34 lo the
minute, while West Australia had dropped slightly, and were going il at 36. 00 ]
The lwo leaders were oul a couple of lenglhs at (he lwo-mile poinl, and
were going along perfectly, their relalive positions being slill (he same. ~ Vicloria
and Soulh Australia were having an epic struggle for third place, and Queensland
had relegated New Soulh Wales lo last position.  Then came Lhe finesl sight of the
day.  Wesl Auslralia quickened up, and, rowing Jogether like the Champions they
woved themselves, spurted up to the Tasmanians. Nothing more magnificent could
e desired than (he swish of our crew as they wenl up and look the lead from Tas-
mania, and as he laller responded, the two drew oul from the rest and lefl Victoria
three lengths behind, still holding an advanlage of half a lenglh over South Auslralia.
Tasmania soon regained the lead, bul our men spurted and recovered il. _
Down the course swepl the struggling leaders, Wesl Auslralia -still showing

mosl wonderful life and dash, which must have been a pleasing recompense {o
1
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Coach During, while the blade work of heir vivals was perfecl, and they were
working splendidly together. Il was evidenl that the South Auslralians had been
overrated, and lthe Tasmanians and Wesl Auslralians much underraled, for last
vear's champions never once looked dangerous, and were [ully oceupied with Vie-
toria all the way.

With half-a-mile lo go, Tasmania and West Auslralia were baving the most
desperale struggle for the lead, althouglh'bolh crews were slill going like machines.
Four lgngths in the rear South Auslralia had gol inlo third place, bul as far as a win
was converned, there were only the two lending crews in it. West Australia was still
in front, bul were being conslantly challenged.

~ Now Lhe roar from the waiting ¢rowds on lhe regalla ground, and lhe noise
from the rising hill behind it could be heard in spile of the wind, and it was amid a
perfect pandemonium thal West Ausiralia, going like heroes, kepl their boat in fronl
of the Tasmanians.  Spurl followed spurl, and challt:n[ie followed challenge, and
excepl for the people on the banks in a direct line with the leaders, il was impossible
for anyone o say who was ahead. It was a memorable and thrilling light, the clam-
our being inlense.  Our men gave one last kick, and rowing like demons al the rale
ol 38 lo lhe minute against lheir opponents’ 34, fairly lifted lheir craf'l over the lasl
hundred yvards, and the two crossed the line so close logether lo all appearances [hal
there was a brealhless hush after the gun until the black and gold of Wesl Auslralia
fullered proudly lo the masl lop.

. Then those gallant men, champidn oarsinien ol Australia for the first lime,
received the ovalion they so richly deserved by winning from thal wonderful Tas-
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manian crew in the Record Time of H::Jlir:s. J7secs. 11'1“{";.1 oliéls:;l?l:lildlﬁglﬁf"]; lg\\\r"::y
9 o ‘; 3 ) 'I c . : ‘t b,

} lhree-quarters of a lenglh from Tasmania, W ‘ 5 { AW
n:ilfdbxusl a l?:l\n\‘ﬂ?i ahead of South Australia, while Quecensland was fil th, and Nt\:’
Soulh Wales lasl. - =i

Well did thal ten stone crew deserve lheir viclory,
rowed a most splendid race and as one man. i ; : ;

The judgment and resource of stroke (ico. Rogers is Ilu‘ﬂ{{ 'lo \\mullﬁflls;ll
and the fact that they never once struck below 37 1o the minule, lells a remarika 2
slory of their physical filness. . - AT

Weslern Australia is justly proud of hese mcu-_—C;h:m] non.jmm .i ieco:‘d A
race with an average weight oil 10st. 7Ih. uygainst Fasmanian's l ‘%[I. e )l.. !")ll:l lﬁey
heartiest congralulations we freely give lo Tasmania on the wonderful fight they:

pul up.

for undoubtedly: they

. . - A -{‘l'
I desire to congratulate our men on (heir glorious viclory. It was won-

derful, and will live long in the memory : it
I also desire to congratulate them on their manly bearing, and llu:u_ wi Il?
and ready acquiescence in everything that tended towards their ullimate m?nup

of those whose fortune il was lo wilness il. & -

I deem it an honor lo have been Manager of such a crew.

Yours faithfully, |
S. CHAS. SHORT,
Manager.
(1) ;




